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CAPPS/AFSC report on Assaultive Offender Program spurs action

Sen. Bishop’s bill to save money by making
prisoner treatment available before parole decision

LANSING – A bill designed to reduce prison spending by making treatment programs available before

prisoners complete their minimum sentences  has been introduced by Sen. Michael Bishop, R-Rochester.

Bishop’s bill follows a report released today by the Citizens Alliance on Prisons and Public Spending

(CAPPS) and the American Friends Service Committee, Criminal Justice Program (AFSC).  The report high-

lights problems with the Michigan Department of Corrections’ (MDOC) year-long group therapy program for

assaultive offenders that cause paroles to be delayed.

Senate Bill 2066 would prohibit the parole board from denying release to a prisoner solely for failure to

complete a program if the program was not available in time or if the prisoner did not meet the criteria for

participation.  The proposed legislation also requires the state to maintain a statewide roster of prisoners waiting

for entrance into various programs and transfer them to prisons where the programming is available in time to

complete the therapy before parole eligibility.

“My proposed legislation will reduce wasteful spending and help ease the crowded conditions in Michi-

gan prisons by bringing uniformity and consistency to a process lacking in both categories,” said Bishop. “As

highlighted in the report, administrative reforms to the assaultive offender program can save Michigan taxpay-

ers up to $17 million in prison costs.”



Because policy choices, not public safety, have caused our prison population to explode, CAPPS advocates

re-examining those policies and shifting our resources to public services that prevent crime, rehabilitate

offenders, and address the needs of all our citizens in a cost-effective manner.

2 of 2 — Sen. Bishop’s bill to save money by making prisoner treatment available before parole decision

The proposed law would also allow the board to defer a parole decision up to three months to permit a

prisoner to complete the program in which he or she is already enrolled, and to allow completion of the pro-

gram in the community to be made a condition of parole.

The CAPPS/AFSC study, called Penny-Wise and Pound-Foolish: Assaultive offender programming and

Michigan’s prison costs, is available at the CAPPS website: www.capps-mi.org.

Among the findings:

· Prisoners are frequently denied parole for failing to complete a treatment program they could not access.

· The parole board estimates that 1,440 prisoners enrolled in the program will have their release decisions

deferred in 2005, many for six, seven or eight months, until therapy termination reports are available.

· Prisoners nearing their release dates are commonly housed at facilities where the treatment is not even

provided.

· There are 2,256 prisoners on waiting lists who have already passed or are within one year of reaching

their first parole dates.

Further, the report said, 1,500 prisoners who have completed the program have been denied parole.

The parole board’s decisions are contrary to positive assessments from MDOC therapists, but without a process

for reviewing parole board decisions, it is impossible to determine the extent to which parole-eligible prisoners

remain incarcerated unnecessarily.  Bishop’s bill would also create an administrative review process when the

parole board’s decision is inconsistent with a therapy termination report or other psychological evaluations.

Finally, the report noted that higher security level prisoners are not offered the therapy.  Many are

required to finish their maximum sentences and then leave prison without having received treatment and

without parole supervision in the community.  The report recommends providing assaultive offender program-

ming to all prisoners who need it.

“The problem is not new,” said CAPPS Executive Director Barbara Levine.  “A 2000 Auditor General’s

Performance Audit examined the waiting list in 1998 and cited the Department of Corrections for not provid-

ing all eligible prisoners with an opportunity to participate in AOP.  The audit also noted the correlation be-

tween completing the program and the potential for parole.  It pointed out the cost-efficiency of parole over

incarceration.  Clearly, the increasing urgency of resolving the state’s financial crisis has now brought this issue

back to the forefront.”

                 ########



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


