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Percent on Internet 

Michigan 46,533 95% 
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Increase public awareness? 
Assist Law enforcement?  
Reduce recidivism? 
 





άhƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ 
ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΦέ [ƛƴŘŀ .ŀƭŘǿƛƴ ǘƻ /bbΣ тκнуκммΦ 
 
άΧ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
notification programs as tools to reduce 
recidivism, which really is not a major goal of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǿǎΦά 
 
She stressed that the registries are "primarily a 
law enforcement tool, an ability to allow the 
public to take measures to protect themselves." 
 







Assumptions: 
People will access registries. 

The information available to them will provide 
relevant and informative indication of risk. 

Individuals will then take some protective action. 

 



Most citizens are aware that sex offender 
registries exist. 

Most believe that communities are safer when 
people know where sex offenders live. 

Most agree that they FEEL safer knowing where 
sex offenders live. 

About 37% of people surveyed have accessed a 
sex offender registry. 



No significant relationship between 
notification and self-protective 
behaviors Bandy (2011), Anderson 
and Sample (2008), Beck et al. 
(2004) or Caputo and Brodsky 
(2004).   

 

Beck et al. and Bandy both found 
that notified residents undertake 
more protective behaviors on behalf 
of their children than do non-
notified residents. 

Bandy: perceived risk of sexual 
assault for children is relatively 
minimal (3 on a 10-point scale).  

 

Many of the protective behaviors 
used related to general crime 
prevention rather than child sexual 
abuse prevention.  

 

With regard to the one tactic that 
specifically addressed sexual abuse 
(warn children to be aware of sex 
offenders in the neighborhood), 
only 18% of respondents reported 
that they took this precaution. 



  

N = 643 







2011 hearing to re-authorize the Adam 
Walsh Act:  
�ƒϦΧ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎƛŜǎ 

among state registration laws have resulted in as 
many as 100,000 missing sex offenders. Law 
enforcement does not know where these missing 
sex offenders are, yet they are living in our 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΧ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ 
of these loopholes are attempting to evade their 
registration duties ς which could present a threat 
to the safety of our communities" (Reauthorization 
of the Adam Walsh Act, 2011, pp. 5-6).  
 


